Franciscan Monastery of St. Clare

Non Profit

37 McCauley Road

US Postage
PAID

Travelers Rest, SC 29690

Monastery of St. Clare

Travelers Rest, SC

Fall 2014

Permit 102

R ETURN S ER VICE R EQ UE STE D

May almighty God bless you. May God look upon you with mercy and give you peace.
—Blessing of St. Clare

60 Years of Blessings:
Celebrating the Courage and Sacrifice of Our Beginnings

March 1 st 2014-2015—Our Diamond Jubilee Year!
Celebrating 60 years in the Diocese of Charleston

Upcoming Events
Thanksgiving Eucharist

Christmas Eucharist

Thursday, November 27

Thursday, December 25

11:30 AM

9:00 AM

Fr. Bob Mennard, OFM

Monsignors Chris Lathem, Leigh Lehocky

Presider

Presiders

Advent Healing Service
Sunday, December 7
4:00 Adoration
4:30 pm Evening Prayer

Our 12 founding sisters came from our
monastery in Jamaica Plain, MA on
March 1, 1955. We are blessed to have
Sr. Joan Kimball and Sr. Joyce Munson,
two of those women, still with us today.

Inside this issue:
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A Letter from the
Abbess
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We thought you might like to hear about
some of their experiences of those early
days and months. So we “interviewed”
them. We share the results with you.
Q: What were the preparations like at
the Jamaica Plain Monastery for this
grand undertaking?

3
Sr. Bernadette
Marie’s 50th Jubilee

Sr. Joyce Munson, OSC

Sr. Joyce: The sisters put on an
extraordinary musical show as a
farewell entertainment. And I
remember the good-byes to my sisters
most of whom I would never see
again. It was sad, happy, exciting and
frightening all at once!
Q: How did you feel about being part
of this founding group?

Donors’ Corner
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Sr. Joan: I was young (24 yrs old) and I
had volunteered so I was eager, yet
both happy and sad.
Sr. Joan Kimball, OSC

Sr. Joan: For at least a couple of
months there was an enormous amount
of gathering and packing furniture and
household items that we would need
for the new monastery.

Sr. Joyce: I was happy in Jamaica
Plain but I was fine with going to
Greenville too. It was like a new
beginning, like entering the convent
all over again; the Lord had chosen us
to do this just as he had chosen chosen
us to be Poor Clares in the first place.
continued on page 5

60 Years of Blessings (continued from page 1)

A Message from
our Abbess
Sr. Mary Connor, OSC

Dear Friends,
Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. Ps. 89:1
This year we as we celebrate Thanksgiving, we reflect on all that has been gift
since the day that the sisters arrived in South Carolina on March 1, 1955. We remember our pioneer sisters who left everything that was familiar to bring our way of life to
the diocese of Charleston. The interviews with Sisters Joan and Joyce make us realize
the sacrifices that our sisters in Jamaica Plain made in sending forth this courageous
group. Those early years were busy in establishing a monastery, preparing the
grounds, finding work to support the growing community but most importantly making friends. During this year, we also remember all of our benefactors who supported
our sisters at the beginning and some who are still alive to share their memories.
Many of these families have continued that friendship from generation to generation!

Q: What was the departure day like?
Sr. Joan: It was sad because of so many good-byes,
not only to my Sisters, but also to my family who lived
in Jamaica Plain and who had been able to visit me
regularly.
Sr. Joyce: It was raining so hard we were afraid we
wouldn’t be able to go. We had a police escort to the
airport and ours was the only plane to leave Logan
airport that day! The Archbishop met us at the airport
and said Mass and gave us a blessing.

Thank you for returning the surveys which were sent in our last mailing. It has
been a blessing to read them and to hear about your first connections with us. And
yes, there were a few of you that did go back to those early years and shared your
precious stories. If you haven’t returned your survey, it isn’t too late; we would be
grateful if you would do so.

Q. Are there any special memories of those early days
you’d like to share with us?

I especially want to thank you for all that you have done for us during the almost six years that I have been
abbess. In early 2015 we will be having our community elections. Your prayers, care, interest in all of us has been a
grace; I have witnessed your faithfulness every day as abbess. We are also grateful for the gifts of your time, your
financial gifts including your response to our Annual Appeal and all the ways you provide for our needs. This allows us
to give our attention more fully to our contemplative life. We know that it is only with God’s strength and your
assistance that such a small group of women could accomplish so much!
One of our traditions is our Thanksgiving Liturgy offered for our friends living and deceased. Fr. Bob Menard,
OFM will be the celebrant. Another way we say “thank you” is our Evening Prayer for Healing in Advent. For our
Christmas celebration this year, we have invited Msgr. Chris Lathem and Msgr. Leigh Lehocky to preside. On March 1,
the Bishop will be with us as we celebrate these 60 years on the anniversary date; we hope that many of you will join
us as well. Whether you have been friends for 60 years or are a new friend, know that you are very special to us.
With love and gratitude.

Sr. Joyce: Although it was Lent, we didn’t have the usual
Lenten schedule since we had a lot of work to do to get
ready for the Dedication on March 6. Bishop Russell and
the OFM Provincial Fr. Celsus Wheeler came to welcome
us.

Sr. Joan: We had so many faithful benefactors from the
very beginning, providing our needs, including fresh
produce!

Q: What stands out in those first days and weeks at
the new monastery?

Sr. Joyce: Although we brought many of the traditions
and customs with us from Jamaica Plain, it was still very
different in so many ways. It took time to get used to the
differences and to feel at home in our new surroundings.

Sr. Joan: Those first days were very busy with a lot of
unpacking and cleaning to do, preparing for the
Dedication which was only a few days later after our
arrival. Looking back, I wonder how we did it all!

Thank you Sisters— for your courage and sacrifice, for your
surrender and trust that have made these 60 years of
blessings possible!

Goats and Solar Water Heaters are Ecological Solutions for the Monastery!
In an effort to care for our Sister “Mother Earth” and reduce our carbon footprint, we have:

What do goats and solar water heaters have in common? Answer on page 5…..
Page 2
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Installed solar
panels on the roof to
heat our water. They
were installed in
September and we
are enjoying hot
water provided by
Brother Sun!

Rented goats to
“mow” the steep
slopes on our
property. They
arrived in October
and ate every weed
within reach,
including the briars!
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Srs. Bernadette Marie and Rose Ann Cappola Celebrate Their 50th Jubilee!

My Beloved
I climbed the highest mountain
Looking for Him whom my heart desires,
And I found Him.
I travelled down the longest road
Looking for Him who sets my heart ablaze,
And I found Him.
I went along the flowing river
Looking for Him who gives meaning to my life,
And I found Him.
I went into my room, closed my door,
And waited for Him whom I love,
And found Him
For He lives within me.

Sister Bernadette Marie Cappola, OSC
Travelers Rest, South Carolina

From top left, clockwise: Sr. Bernadette Marie and Paula Travaglini.
Srs. Bernadette Marie Cappola, OSC and twin sister Sr. Rose Ann Cappola,
SSMN. Dee and Brian Jenkins with Sr. Bernadette. Fr. Patrick Tuttle, OFM
with Srs. Rose Ann and Bernadette Marie. Kathy Yigdall and Sr. Bernadette
Marie. Sr. Roberta Fulton, SSMN , Sr. Bernadette Marie Cappola OSC,
Mary Grant, Sr. Rose Ann Cappola, SSMN, and Sr. Sandra Makowski, SSMN.
Sr. Rucia with Angie Finazzo before the big feast. Sr. Bernadette with
Kathy Yigdall and Brian Jenkins.
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Donor’s Corner
During our lifetime, Darlene and I have
been blessed with great family, great
friends, and super job opportunities,
resulting in a comfortable life style in
retirement.
In concert with this back ground, it has
become very apparent that much of our
success has been due to the people we
have met and worked with over the years.
This includes our association with the
Poor Clares over many years, both here in
Greenville and other locations. Therefore

Our Wishes Fulfilled!
In our previous newsletter, we made
known some “wishes,” and thanks to
your generosity many of them have
been fulfilled. Below is an update of
what has been received:
Advent wreath candles
Christmas wreaths
Lightweight alb
Case of sanctuary lights
Contributions towards the purchase

it is our responsibility, in retirement, to

and installation of a solar water

give back to the community and to the

heater.

many people and associations that have

Carolina Silverbell tree replacement

helped us along the way.

Altar linens

To that end, Darlene and I have chosen to
support the Poor Clares in their lifestyle
as a way of giving back. It is important for

Pillar candles

THANK YOU!

the Nuns to be provided for as they
continue to help, pray, and support all
people from different walks of life in our
community. In short, it was easy to make
the decision to assist the Sisters financially
in their endeavor to continue in their life
of prayer. It is our pleasure.
-– Dick and Darlene O’Brien
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