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May almighty God bless you. May God look upon you with mercy and give you peace.

The Mystery of Vocation
Life itself is largely a mystery!
We experience this in many
ways, both great and small. We
also see this in the lives of
others, and in the depths of
faith.

When Mary the mother of Jesus
was asked to give her consent to
his life taking root and growing
in her she asked “How can this
be?” Faith is faith because we
do not know the “why” and the
“how” of so much and therefore
walk in faith.
In 1966 LBJ was President and
Paul VI was Pope. Ronald
Reagan was elected governor of
California and George H. W.
Bush elected to the U. S House
of Representatives. The first
Kwanzaa was celebrated in 1966.

The war in Vietnam was still
going on amid ever greater
protests. Race riots were
fierce. A human arrived on the
moon!
I was so interested in all of this
and much more as I sat quietly
in the Church of St. Francis of
Assisi on 31st Street in
Manhattan. Yet there was
that lingering inner call to a life
of prayer above all else; of
union with God. Everything
else seemed so passing as much
as I loved fine things and fun.
It was another moment of
decision rooted in mystery.
I had thought of life in
community as a sister many
times over my 28 years, and
always ran from the thought of
it as just not me! I had many
reasons to back up my stance,
but the One Who is beyond all
reason kept calling in subtle and
not so subtle ways.
A couple of years before this I
had joined the Secular
Franciscans, telling God that
this was it; as far as I was
going to go. It didn’t work.
Still the promptings toward a
life of prayer. The Franciscan
friar who was my spiritual

director suggested I read
Francis Thompson’s poem The
Hound of Heaven. I did and so
resonated with it as I read the
words “I fled him down the
nights and days and through all
the labyrinthine ways...dearest,
fondest, blindest, weakest.....I
am the One whom you seekest”.
Yes! That was it!!

I graced the bookstore next to
St. Francis once again and this
time bought a copy of
Sisterhoods in the United
States. I took it home and
opened up unintentionally the
way St. Francis often opened
Scripture. There it was! In a
mix of joy and much mystery I
knew God had gotten through to
me. It was a deep within my
gut, heart and mind knowing.
continued on page 5...

A Message From
“MOVE WHERE MERCY TAKES YOU. . .
SUCH A JOURNEY CAN’T HELP BUT LEAD TO EASTER”
Our Abbess
Sr. Carolyn Forgette, osc Mary Stommes, editor of Give Us This Day used these words in one of her

reflections in that periodical. One of my favorite titles for God’s Son is
“Jesus, Mercy of the Father.” What a wonderful image! During this Year of
Mercy as proclaimed by Pope Francis it would serve us well to ponder this God
attribute incarnate in Jesus. We can readily recall the many miracles Jesus
worked in His mercy: changing water into wine to relieve the distress of a
wedding couple, raising from death the only son of the widow of Naim,
embracing and healing lepers, freeing the woman caught in adultery from
shame and death by stoning, feeding the hungry multitudes. The list goes on.

To where or perhaps to whom is mercy moving you and me? As I crawl out of
bed in the morning these days I’m asking myself this question. I don’t usually
get an answer immediately, but I’m finding if I’m attentive the answer comes
throughout the day in little “Spirit Nudges.” When I follow the nudge and practice mercy toward one
of my sisters, or give a listening ear to the lonely one, or am serenely patient with my own woundedness
or that of another I’m well on the way to Resurrection Life, to Easter.
I’m wondering, is it mercy that inspired so many of you to respond with generous giving to our fall
appeal? How blessed we have been through you. As so often happens, you have outdone yourselves in
generosity. Because of you we are sporting a brand new sign at the end of our driveway. Because of
you we will be having that driveway refurbished soon and you will no longer have to leave the monastery
parking lot with gravel on the floor of your car. Thank you for being so good to us in so many ways.
Yes we are on a journey toward Easter. Take note of the schedule included here for our Triduum
celebration. Fr. Michael Joyce, OFM Cap will be our presider this year. Many of you will remember
Fr. Mick from years past. We hope you will join us for the Holy Week services again this year.
Also included in this newsletter you will find our Development annual report. Don’t miss it. Don’t miss
either the excitement you’ll read about in our spring appeal. Are we being led to be merciful toward our
earth by installing a solar system? Read about it on page 4. Your response to this appeal will help us
discern just what God would have us do in this regard.
With gratitude and prayer for you,
In Loving Memory
Sr. Joyce Munson, osc
Entered this world: May 20, 1934
Called Home: January 30, 2016
A Poor Clare for 65 years
A founding member of our community;
she came here from Jamaica Plain, MA March 1,
1955
“Always be grateful” (Sr. Joyce)
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Development Ministry Report
2015 Year End Financial Summary
Thanks to you, we had another very good year! We continue to depend on God’s
provident care and God never fails to provide for our needs—through your
generosity. As part of our accountability, we offer this annual report to you.
The graph below shows the sources of our revenue and you will see that over 90%
comes from donations. Your generosity ensures we can meet our expenses like
health insurance, building insurance
Bequest
SOAR Grant
2%
and operating expenses.
Monthly
NRRO Grant 2%
Donations
28%

4%

Our Spring Appeal for LaForesta
renovations and our Fall Appeal for
our parking lot paving both met our
needs and even exceeded them,
leaving some “rainy day” funds
available for each.

Donations
64%

Development Income $404,243

As we share in the experiences of serious illness and death in our own community,
in our families, as well as in our faith community and our world, we become more
deeply committed to our vocation to be
prayer support for all of those who are
Development Expenses $17,384
Advertising
Marketing
3%
11%
hurting and in need.
Special Events
21%

Newsletters
26%

Supplies &
Equipment
10%

Correspondence
29%

In this Year of Consecrated Life, Pope
Francis has called us to consciously unite
our special gifts with those of our lay copartners, to further the mission of Jesus
where we are. You have given us the honor
of doing that here with you.

Bless you for your continued faith in and support of our life of prayer. It is a
privilege to be partners for the Kingdom with the likes of you!
Gratefully,
Sr. Nancy and all your Poor Clare Sisters
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Our Spring Appeal
March, 2016
Dear Friends,
Power. Where’s the power? Who has the power? The answer of course depends on who is asking. We
know the real and ultimate source of power is our compassionate, all loving God—and we can live in that
surety every moment, thanks be to God!
However, there are times when Duke Power has a problem and we are without electrical power, as
happened to us and many of you during the January ice storm. (And of course especially during this
election year, there is a political overtone to the question which we won’t address here!).
As we have shared with you previously, we have been judiciously studying the possibility of installing a
solar array that will provide our electrical needs. We are delighted the feasibility study has shown
that it is doable. Duke is offering an incentive through 2016 that will give us a rebate of $100,000. We
have decided to keep moving forward one step at a time (as we did when building this new monastery).
We believe God’s direction will become clear as the pieces fall into place (or not).
Our primary reason for wanting to do this is to be ecologically responsible and help to heal our Mother
Earth. Using alternative sources of energy reduces our dependence on fossil fuels. We strongly believe
it is simply the right thing to do! It will also save us about $10,000 a year on our utility bill.
So our Spring Appeal this year is to ask your help in raising the $150,000 we need before we could sign
a contract. We ask you to prayerfully consider what you can give for this need. Thank you in advance
for your help.
Blessings.

Sr. Carolyn and all your Poor Clare Sisters

A Short But Needed Wish List
When we moved to Travelers Rest, almost all of the furnishings in the new monastery were what we
brought with us; we had no budget for new furniture. Now we find some of our “comfortable” chairs are
wearing out and breaking down.
We need 3 small recliners, new or lightly used, for our community room. If you can help us with this
please contact Sr. Nancy (864-834-8015) or nancy@poorclaresc.com.
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...continued from page 1

year May 15 falls on
Pentecost Sunday which
delights me very much Pentecost is my feast day in
that I am “Helen of the Holy
Spirit”; (we each take an “of”
designating a focus).

I moved fast after that. I
contacted the three monasteries
in the Tristate area, and heard
first from Bordentown (now
Chesterfield), New Jersey. I had
my first appointment with them on
Valentine’s Day, 1966. I quickly
went through the discernment,
tests and paper work required,
resigned my job, got things
together, settled things, and had a
big party to say good-bye to my
family. I entered on May 15, 1966
(the 5th Sunday of Easter that
year) with a deep desire to pray
for the whole world and grow in
union with God.
This May 15, 2016, I will be
celebrating my golden jubilee. (I
came down from the Poor Clares in
NJ to Greenville, SC in 1972). This

What has happened over
these 50 years? Oh, I would
need a book for all of that! I
could not have possibly
imagined the unfolding of it
all that day over 50 years ago
when I finally spoke my “yes”
to the Mystery, allowing it to
be lived out, with Gods grace,
over all of these changing
years.
A few months ago I had one
of those unique experiences
of mystery as I was walking
down the hall, just knowing
deep within my heart that I
am just where I am meant to
be and doing what God would
have me do, even though what
I thought was best
sometimes differed! It is so
right, and I am so deeply
grateful for such an
abundance. Joyful, painful,

overflowing; it has all been a
deep part of these years,
and hopefully will be always.

Our life in community is
richly diverse, as each of us
are, and yet deeply one. Our
main mission in the
monastery is prayer, and
some prayerful overflow into
other things. I invite each of
you reading this to join me in
prayer for everyone,
everywhere; for a world
united in gratitude and
peace.
—Sr. Helen Godfrey, OSC

As this newsletter was going to press, we learned that our Sr. Helen Godfrey, OSC went
home to God. It is fitting that her vocation story and prayer are in this edition.

Would you pray with us for Vocations?
Enclosed is a vocation prayer written by Sr. Helen. Your Poor Clare Sisters are praying this
prayer communally every Friday. We ask you to join us in praying for the next generation of
Poor Clares coming to this monastery. Thank you!
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In loving memory of Sr. Helen Godfrey, OSC
April 8, 1938- February 12, 2016

“Blessed is she who trusted that the Lord’s words to her would be fulfilled.”

PASCHAL TRIDUUM
Fr. Mick Joyce, OFM Cap, Presider

Holy Thursday, March 24

Good Friday, March 25

5:30 p.m. Eucharistic Liturgy

8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. Liturgy

Holy Saturday, March 26

Easter Sunday, March 27

8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

5:30 a.m. Vigil Service

5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

