Monastery of St. Clare
Spring 2017

May almighty God bless you. May God look upon you with mercy and give you peace.

To our dear Friends,
Greetings from your Sisters here at the monastery!
As you all know this winter has been “up and down”
temperature wise. I admit I enjoy every warm sunny
day with which we’ve been blessed. They are making
me eager for spring and all that glorious season
holds.
Lent and Easter are what come to mind first when I
consider spring. Lent was never one of my favorite
seasons, but a new insight into Lent has changed my
attitude considerably. I now see Lent as a period of time in which God offers me bargain after
bargain of grace. Of course God’s grace is always available to me, but it’s like Lent is one long
super sale I don’t want to miss out on. Francis and Clare focused their whole being on Christ,
and that I believe is what the Lenten call to conversion is all about. The sunflower by its very
nature keeps turning toward the sun. WE are made to constantly turn toward the SON for
new life. The Lenten grace I’m being offered this year (and at a bargain price) is to turn again
and again away from focusing on myself, even, and maybe especially, my faults and weaknesses
and turn my whole attention to praising and glorifying God in each moment and situation I am
given. That attitude helps me find the good -- moment by moment and person by person -- and
give thanks for each.
Thanks indeed! Those of you who are close enough to visit the monastery in person have been
watching the solar panels being installed in our back yard. We can never thank you enough for
your encouragement in undertaking such a big project and your very substantial financial
support that has seen it through. Knowing how generous you are, we also thank you for
considering our current needs mentioned in this spring appeal letter.
Your presence worshiping with us is another reality for which we are very grateful.
hope you will be able to join us for our Holy Week services.

We

(Continued on page 2)

Fr. Tom Hartle, OFM whom many of you remember, will be the celebrant for all of Holy Week
and the Easter vigil. We rejoice to have Fr. Tom back with us again this year.
Finally, just in case you haven’t picked up on this yet, let me tell you: we YOUR sisters love you
very much.

Lovingly, your sister,

We give Thanks for YOU!

Standing from left: Sr. Annemarie, Sr. Kathy Ann, Sr. Mary, Sr. Kathy,
Sr. Bernadette Marie, Sr. Nancy, Sr. Rucia, Sr. Sharon, Sr. Carolyn, and Sr. Maryann.
Seated from left: Sr. Marie and Sr. Joan

Monastic Immersion Experience May 14-27, 2017
Do You Know Anyone Who Might Be Interested?
This opportunity is open to single, Christian women over 21 who are interested in
deepening their spiritual life. We can accommodate up to four women. Participants are expected to stay the entire two weeks. An application, references and interview will be required
of all applicants.
In addition to volunteer work, women will fully participate in the life of the monastery,
joining the sisters for prayer and liturgy, meals, recreation and common chores. Participants
will also be offered classes on monastic topics taught by the sisters. Volunteers will also have
the opportunity for small faith sharing groups and spiritual direction.
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Our Spring Appeal
March, 2017
Dear Friends, our Partners in Grace,
It’s once again that time of year when we lay before you our most urgent needs and trust in your
always gracious response. We have two requests, neither of which are simple—of course! (:
Our first project is both essential and costly, that is, an upgrade of our HVAC system controls.
When we built the monastery in 2008 we installed a geothermal heating and cooling system because
it is the most energy efficient. It has both a mechanical system and a computer controls system.
Two subcontractors were hired, one to install and provide service for the mechanical system and a
second to do the same for the controls.
Subsequently five years ago, for both cost and efficiency reasons, we contracted with a local
company capable of and experienced in maintaining both parts of a geothermal system. However, the
company that installed the controls (located in Charlotte) has strict proprietary policies that won’t
allow total access to the controls by another company—plus they have informed us that our system
is considered obsolete (it’s less than 9 years old!) so they no longer can service it!
We have been trying to find reasonable solutions to work around the issues that keep occurring but
we have finally reached a point where we know the best long term solution is to have our local
vendor upgrade the controls. This will cost about $40,000. So we humbly come to you, our donors
for your understanding and support, confident once again that you will do what you can and God will
do the rest.
Our second project is to have a boardwalk built on the path between our retreat house and the
monastery. Part of it was built as an Eagle Scout project and is very sturdy but an additional 365
feet of the path are on uneven ground, bordered by railroad ties (as you can see in the photo)
which are deteriorating. This is becoming more difficult to navigate for both our retreatants and
ourselves, especially as we get older. The quote we have received for this is $5,000.
We thank you in advance for your generous response and promise our ongoing prayers for your
intentions. Know you are always welcome to join us for prayer or liturgy in our monastery home.
Sincerely,

Sr. Carolyn and all your Poor Clare Sisters
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YOU DID IT!!!!
We asked you to help us get over the finish line to meet the expenses of finishing our
solar array—and you met the challenge with gusto! After many stops and starts and unexpected challenges we are finally seeing our dream come true — thanks to you! As this
newsletter goes to the printer we are awaiting Duke to switch our meter any day now and
turn the solar canopy array on so we can start using solar energy. Thank you!!!!!!!

Some Wonderful News to Share
We are being gifted with new pews!
For many households the kitchen is the center of the house. For us who are privileged to
live in a monastery the chapel is the center of our home. We see our chapel as a sacred
space, an upper room as it were, where all are welcome to experience an intimate, lifealtering encounter with Christ. It is here where Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament dwells
and reaches out to all who come to our home. Consequently when we built our new
monastery, we thought the chapel would be the one place where we would splurge with
new furnishings. As you can well understand, that was one dream we had to give up. A
few years ago a donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, heard of our desire to furnish
the chapel and decided to gift us with new seating. With grateful hearts we have been
planning for that reality. And now our dream has finally become reality! At the end of
February our new pews arrived. (Sorry we can’t include a photo as they hadn’t arrived
by press time.) Praise God with us and do come to worship with us when you can, and
enjoy this bountiful gift.
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Development Ministry Report
2016 Year End Financial Summary
As beneficiaries of your generosity, we take seriously our responsibility to be accountable
to you and to God as good stewards of all the gifts we are given. Thus we present this year
end financial summary to you. Once again, we find ourselves overwhelmed by God’s
provident care through your goodness to us—over and over and over!
This graph shows the sources of our
income and you will see that over 90%
comes from donations.

The graph

below shows our development expenses
which are 3% of our income.
Your generosity ensures we can meet
our expenses like health insurance,
building

insurance

and

operating

expenses.

Our Spring and Fall Appeals for assistance with our Solar Array stirred your hearts and
brought us a record breaking windfall that helped us to complete the project. We felt your
moral as well as financial support — and that means a great deal to us. May we all do what
we can to heal our Mother Earth.
During this year of mercy, Pope Francis
encouraged all of us to rediscover God’s
mercy and experience ourselves as part
of the mystery of God’s love.
You do that for us every day by your
support of our life of prayer. We are
privileged to be your sisters.
Gratefully,
Sr. Nancy and all Your Poor Clare Sisters
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R E TURN S E RVICE R E QUESTED

Palm Sunday, April 9
9:00 a.m. Eucharist. We will begin outside.
Presider: Fr. Thomas Hartle, OFM

PASCHAL TRIDUUM

Holy Thursday, April 13

Good Friday, April 14

5:30 p.m. Eucharistic Liturgy

8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. Liturgy

Holy Saturday, April 15

Easter Sunday, April 16

8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

5:30 a.m. Vigil Service

5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer

