Summer, 2017
Sharing Our Franciscan Heritage
As members of the Franciscan family, we Poor Clares share in a rich 800+
year tradition that has sometimes been called an alternative orthodoxy. As
Richard Rohr, OFM explains:
While we are part of the Roman Catholic faith and embrace the great
Christian Tradition, our spirituality is not mainstream. Francis and
Clare paid attention to and emphasized different things than the
Church’s leaders and theologians of their time. Franciscans don’t
throw out the mainline tradition; we simply place our effort and our
energy on overlooked or misunderstood aspects of the tradition.
Francis didn’t bother questioning doctrines and dogmas of the
Church. He just took the imitation of Christ seriously and tried to live
the way that Jesus lived!

Sister Annemarie
watering some young trees.

Praised be You, my Lord
through our Sister
Mother Earth,
who sustains and governs us,
and who produces various
fruit with colored flowers
and herbs.
Canticle of Creatures

Francis and Clare saw orthopraxy (correct practice) as a n e c e s s a r y
parallel, and maybe even precedent, to verbal orthodoxy (correct
teaching). “Why aren’t you doing what you say you believe?” the
prophet invariably asks. As the popular paraphrase of Francis’ Rule
goes, “Preach the Gospel at all times. When necessary, use
words.” (Alternative Orthodoxy A Third Way Sunday, May 28, 2017)
We try earnestly to live and share the values of this tradition, especially with
you our benefactors and members of our faith community, as opportunities
present themselves.
For example, reverence and care for creation as God’s first self-revelation and
as a basis for our relationship as sister to all creatures forms one of our core
values. Thus, as you know, we made energy efficiency a priority when
building our monastery, installing a geothermal HVAC, for example, and
more recently, a 117kw solar array that provides 40% of our energy.
For several years we have switched to CFL light bulbs and drive a Prius which
is a very energy efficient car. We also make homemade cleaning products to
reduce chemicals that pollute the ground water.

St. Francis of Assisi
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Another step we’ve taken more recently is to find and purchase eggs from a local free range farm, in an effort to
disengage in a small way from the agribusiness that is so harmful to our Mother Earth, to animals and to our health.
This is an ongoing conversation in our community as we continue to explore ways to decrease our carbon footprint.
After we experienced God’s Extravagant Love: Reclaiming the Franciscan Spiritual Tradition, a workshop developed by
the Aston Franciscan Sisters a few years ago, we felt a desire to share it with others. As a result, we have held two
such workshops at our retreat house within the past year and plan to do more in the years ahead.
These are a few examples of how we attempt to incarnate the values of our Franciscan tradition in our ordinary daily
lives. We invite you to join us in living as sisters and brothers to all God’s creatures as you can.
Sr. Nancy, osc

Participants of the GEL Workshop Share
This weekend retreat I found to be informative and
refreshing: informative in providing background for the
current effort to broaden the Franciscan inclusive
pathway; refreshing in revealing contrasts between emphasis on salvation from sin with its promised reward –
the relevant Christian theological and liturgical stance –
to one of being drawn into relationship of self-giving by
gratitude and love towards individual’s, humanity’s and
creation’s

completing

and

divine

fulfillment.

Cannon McCreary
Some of our GEL participants have
been volunteering in our garden: Lynn
Holseberg
Linda

(seated)

Menzel,

Ann

,

Janet

Beck,

McCord,

Holly

Wallace. We are grateful!

What do you get when you gather one nun and nine lay
people from multiple faiths all willing to plumb the depths
of Franciscan Theology?

Good conversation, some fried

brains, and a lot of meaningful laughter. That’s a good
way to sum up the “God’s Extravagant Love: Reclaiming
the Franciscan Spiritual Tradition” retreat led by Sister
Nancy.
Wally Wallace

We praise and bless You, Lord,
and give You thanks,
and serve You in all humility.
Canticle of Creatures

If interested in making a GEL retreat,
please contact Sr. Nancy at
nancy@poorclaresc.com.
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Summer, 2017
Dear (Please insert your name),
Greetings!
“May God give you the grace to believe the truth about yourself,
no matter how BEAUTIFUL it is.” author unknown
This, dear friend, is our wish and prayer for you on this wonderful summer day. Know that each of your sisters
greets you with love and a hug.
It is such a privilege to be a part of the Franciscan Family and to share in the rich spirituality of St. Clare and St.
Francis. In this edition of our newsletter we hope you will pick up glimpses of what that looks like in our- and your
- everyday lives. The prayer above reflects a truth that is basic to our spirituality: God created each of us and
finds us very good. All of creation is a reflection of the goodness of God and an extension of the very life of God.
How blessed we are!
We experience blessing in many ways. One is the completion of the repair and updating of our HVAC system.
This blessing is your gift to us due to your very generous response to our Spring appeal. A not so small benefit of
this is the decrease in electricity we will be purchasing because of this tweaking. Thus we are getting even
greater returns from our solar array, also your gift to us. Thank you, thank you, thank you. What a joy to be able
to do our little bit to protect Mother Earth.
Joy abounds as well as we look forward to celebrating once again the feasts of St. Clare and St. Francis. Not all of
you are geographically close enough to come in person on those days. However, all of you are close enough in
every way that counts to be part of these celebrations as we carry you in our hearts and prayer. Be sure to note
on the back of this letter the times and dates for the celebration of these feasts, so that you who are able to make
it may come in person and enhance our joy.
Anyone who knows anything about Francis of Assisi knows that joy is contagious. We are experiencing that in our
brother, Fr. Jim Nero, OFM who is now our regular weekend celebrant. Don’t miss the article about him in this
publication.
In the spirit of Franciscan joy,

Your Sister, Carolyn

Consider, O man, how great the excellence in which the Lord has placed you
because He has created and formed you to the image of His beloved Son
according to the body and to His own likeness according to the spirit...
Admonition of St. Francis 5:1
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Sharing our Franciscan Life
Welcome Fr. Jim Nero, OFM!

Sr. Carolyn,OSC, our Abbess,
& Fr. Jim Nero,OFM
Greeting our Guests after our Liturgy.

We are grateful for Fr. Jim, OFM who is now our presider on
Saturday evenings for a 4:30 pm Sunday Vigil Mass. “Listen
to the Word of God and know yourself.” This advice has
guided Fr. Jim, OFM over the years .
Our brother has been a Franciscan friar for over 50 years and
has had many opportunities to minister. As a young friar, he
studied theology in Bogota, Colombia to improve his
Spanish-speaking skills. After his ordination he ministered in
Puerto Rico. Some of his other ministries: he has served as a
retreat leader, novice master, pastor and guardian of St.
Francis in NYC , and as a seminary spiritual director. Most
recently he has been a hospital chaplain in Fort Lauderdale
for fifteen years and now he continues this at Bon Secours in
Greenville. Come meet this brother of ours who describes
himself, “I try to listen to people, and observe what is going
on. I am patient and not impulsive. I don’t take things too
seriously, I have a good sense of humor.” This sounds like
the Fr. Jim we know! Come meet him and visit us!

The Monastic Immersion Experience
This was a gift that will continue to have ripple effects in my life
for years to come. The one thing that stood out to me most about
this particular community is that they maintain a beautiful blend
of autonomy and unity. Each one is respected, encouraged, and
free to be who God created her to be, yet each one is also
deeply devoted to unity within community through Christ by His
Holy Spirit. This is a tremendous gift! One may express herself
through deep silence, another through cooking or gardening,
another through music, another through taking care of a fellow
sister; yet all is done to the glory of God and for the good of the
family. Their prayers for their community, neighbors, diocese, and
the hurting of the nations of our world are valuable beyond
measure. I am blessed to know them, to pray with them, and to
learn from them for years to come!
Meritt Petrone
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Our

Monastic

Immersion

Experience was from May 14-27,
Meritt

Petrone

participated

in

this. Here she is helping clean our
chapel. Thank you, Meritt!
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Joy filled the Monastery on May 20, as we welcomed six new members into the Franciscan
family during Mass. Six men and women from the St. Francis of the Hills Fraternity in
Hendersonville, NC, made their permanent professions and became members of the Secular
Franciscan Order (OFS). These brothers and sisters are now part of the worldwide Franciscan
family that includes the friars of the first order, the nuns of the second order, and the seculars
and religious men and women of the third order. All Franciscans strive to be prayerful, humble,
and joyful as they walk with Christ living the Holy Gospel.

Brenda Harris on the day of
her profession in our chapel.

Coming to the Monastery more than three years ago, I
knew there was something special here. I had no idea how
that day would play into shaping who I am today.
Knowing the Poor Clares has changed my life. By their
example of love, grace, sharing and prayer the sisters
have shown me how to capture, nurture and grow in the
spirit of our Lord that lives inside of me. Through seeing
my sisters live their spirituality, I have found mine. They
have taught me that it is ok to live in it .
Brenda Harris, OFS

Praised be You, my Lord,
Our OFS brothers and sisters celebrating after the
profession Liturgy. Jim Costello, OFS, Randy Hair,
OFS, Brenda Harris, OFS, Gene MaGruder, OFS,
Diane Salkewicz, OFS.

through those who give pardon
for Your love,
and bear infirmity and tribulation.
Blessed are those who endure in peace
for by You, Most High,
shall they be crowned.
Canticle of Creatures

Because of our recent hail storms we will
be getting new roofs on the monastery and
LaForesta, our retreat house.

We praise You, Lord, for Brothers
Wind and Air, fair and stormy, all
weather's moods, by which You cherish
all that You have made.
Canticle of Creatures

Other Monastery visitors, guinea hens!
Praised be You, my Lord, with all your creatures.
Canticle of Creatures
Monastery of St. Clare, 37 McCauley Rd., Travelers Rest
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R E TURN S E RVICE R E QUESTED

God has loved me with a tender love.
Blessed be God for creating me! St. Clare

An Invitation to Our Franciscan Celebrations!
SOLEMNITY OF

SOLEMNITY OF

SAINT CLARE

SAINT FRANCIS

TRANSITUS

I bless you

TRANSITUS

Thursday Evening

as much as

Tuesday Evening

August 10, 2017

I can

October 3, 2017

Adoration—4:30 PM

and more than

Adoration—4:30 PM

Transitus—5:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION
Friday Morning

I can.
St. Clare

Transitus—5:00 PM

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION

August 11, 2017

Wednesday Morning

9:00 AM

October 4, 2017

Followed by Refreshments

9:00 AM

Guest: Brother Bill Short OFM,
Franciscan Scholar

